

r' : 


'ii 

i :l 


34 JUVENILE SPORTS 

I found by experience, what before I 
could not believe, that every young gen- 
tleman, at his firfi coming to a boardmg 
fchool, is generally looked upon with\ 
great deal of <*ontempt by the upper feho- 
lars, who fornctimes think loo much of 
themfelves. I afl<cd one a queftion, he 
turned from me without condefcciiding to 
give me an anfwer; a fccond laughed at 
ilie; and a third even gave me a knock on 
the pate. I thought of this matter very fe- 
rioully when I went to bed, and did not 
forget the wife admonitions my father had 
given me; but I found that there was fome 
little difference between theory and praC' 
tice, and I could not brook the thoughts 
of being affronted : to tell my mafler, I 
thought would be chilJifJj, 

Having now refolvcd what part to ad, 
the next day 1 afked one of the above 
three, what was the hour of the day. He 
anfwered me in a very furly manner : I 
reafoned with him ; he gave me the firft 
blow, and I thrcflicd him foundly. A 
fecond was playing at marbles; I aiked i 
I might make one. He came- to me, an 
save me a knock on the head, for whic 
^ returned 
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, couple, when he walked off 
feemingly not any ways 

'Endeavours were noj-v 
employed to retain by fneudfhip and kind 
aaLhhe efteem 1 had acquired by force. 
1 foon convinced them of the naughline.s 
of treating new fcholars in that manner ; 
and prelenlly acquired fiich credit among 
them as to be defircd to determine .hole 

difputes, whicli otherwife could have oecn 

fettled only by blows. X am iarc 1 am not 
■vain of myCelf im faying this ; sor if even/ 
one cannot fay as much, it mufi: be their 
own fault only. 
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